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CHAPTER I
DVENTURESS be hared

Shes rust an adventures
L She the loveliest

Stop stop atop W Mom
about that Your latest ft scams

your loveliest
Confound you
Well confound no M iiisjch yen

like Ive at all the trewnto of com-
ing down from town M to Ma
what sort of a scmpe youve got yw9
self into this time

Ince If you say another Word I
forget that youre a decent fellow that
youre devoted to me sad all Hut bo
and throw you out of the window

As Ince wa skiing so close to
the low bowwindow of the sttttngroonr
of the Cowes Hotel where Ma friend

Massey SC Qutotte was staying that
the latter might have carried out his ex-
pressed Intention with very little
culty and as that hotheaded young
man was becoming greatly Irritated at
his friends want of enthusiasm Ince re-
treated hastily to the innermost recesses

f the room with an expression of com-
ical terror upon his intellectual
fare

The friends offered some of a
contrast Tame barrister Mving
in London on a narrow allowance and
with his way in the world still to mike
looked at twoondthiny as grave pfd
as furrowed as a man of forty an
pression which was helped by the fact
tl he was already somewhat bald

He had dark blue eyes almost bol
cheeks and a straight mouth scarce

ly hidden by a slight black mustache
Thin and spare rf frame and with a

stoop he had a look of
delicacy which was scarcely bone outby the of the while Massey

Quintin his junior by nearly ten

quick of movement gave Mof robust health which was almostequally wrong
Th younger man wsth his fair hairlight eyes beardless fifce and

peculiarly sweet sad winning iBjgfet
have passed for the son rather than the
contemporary of the older man whosedose friend been from the timethree or four years previously when lacebeen St beforetitter went up to Cambridge

of hie friend thewindow They had be enjoying theMKiit of the yachts that lay close totit shore on this perfect July eveningr moved lazily through the waterr out scarcely helped by a feintn it but a few
thv cowes week and craft of an sizesr gathering together in the neighbor

od of the pretty oMfashtoned andrut overclean town
St Quintin laughed
Touching act of seJfdeniair saidlie mockingly To leave Fleet streetJu July for a run down here I could

that I could
The joke had restored his good hu

liiT if be had ever lost it But thethr wanted to bring back the con
to the subject they had leftWH he admitted there are corn

Vvnsations even if the journey was
unvenlent and tedious I had ex

jj ted to be entertained on the Burmafe
Girl Are you living on shove r

Well I am at present admitted theyoung man with a rather conscious ex-
trusion

Ince laughed
I see Miss Densfey Is at the hotel

and you cant tear yourself away I
wonder you condescended to dine up
here with me I should have thought-
in the circumstances the table dhote
dinner was more attractive

Well you see Miss Densley doesnt
at the table dhote said St Quin

tin ingeniously she and her governess
Lave a private

Governess an Pod thing
fur a girt to be staying with-
a governess at an hotel at Oowes in the
s son isnt It

Odd Not at all retfbrted St Quin
tin quickly She hi an orphan re
liiember

How do you know that if as you
say she doesnt speak to strangers

Well the fact isof course I know
it s very undignified to get information
In an underhand way but whats a
fllow to do when he cant get it any

way my man Saunders has
truck up a sort of respectful flirtation
with Miss Denaleys maid Rose and

told me several things that Rose
Las told him

What things asked lace InquM-
trially

Well that 9bes an heiress for one
thing

Ice drew himself up
That about settles It said he
dont go about giving themselves out

i s heiresses like thatdecent people that
Is

St Quentin came over to him with his
f ys ablaze

Pleaae dont speak in that way of
his lady quietly because I
wornt stand for it Remember you have
io grounds whatever for insinuating
anything against her All Ive said in
u i letters was that there was a beau
tiriil girl staying at the same hotel
with me and that I was trying to get
im introduction The fact that I cantgt it try as I may proves that she is
what she is represented to be whatlye always felt her to bea girl whom
any one would be proud to kaow

Then how do you account for the
strange circumstance of her stay here-

t this time of year
Her aunt is in Paris and Miss Dens-

ity herself has been in and needed a
hange And the doctors said that she

must go somewhere where she could
have life and gayety round her
ti dew to what you choose to think a
nypt Ty though I cant for the life of
nit see why you should

James Ince saw that he could do no
goud and might do harm by irritating
St Quintin with any further expression-

f his St he made no answer
to his attactt but shrugged his shoul-
ders with n of assumed

and the matter to drop
When however on the following

ji ruing the two teen were on the sea-
front together looking alternately at
th yachts and promenaders on
thr Inc exch ed suddenly

By Jive a pretty
Quintina eyes were he now per

ffivid already turned in the same di-

lution And the balfahy laugh with
wisiih his words were received

him at once that he was looking
at the object of his companions

Is it Mss Densley he asked
Yes said St Quintin who was now

Thr color of a peony and whose riiv
glances were eloquent enough James
Tmo inLd fete sure that the young
beauty was nIl inronneious of the ef
f t her presence hal upon the young
inn In the suit And the duenna
with her pursed her and frowned

t the two young men evidently aware
it too Miss Densley turned to her

with a a jntire look of merriment
her and muttered something which
made the elder lady draw herself up
and cast indignant glance at poor
Massey win was however too much
absorbed In her companion to notice it

iiisa Dtnsley was evidently laughing
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Monsieur Lcblnnc shrugged his ulioulllurn not nsrsrrQB Ivel5 hut with patient tolerance of British Imbecility

i 1

I

as she walked dn beside her companion
James Ince looked bewildered

By Jove he said softly I am sue
prtsed-

SurprlMd
Why why somehow I dont exactly

know why but Ft imagined year en-

chantress would be older
more of aa

St Quintin burst ito a triumphant
laugh

Just what I thought You had
an elderly painted adventuress

though why you should imagine I should
be attracted by such a person heaven
only knows And now youve seen Mtes-
Densiey you are obliged to confess that
shes all I said and more

Shes very good looking certainly
and I dont suppose can be more
than seventeen or eighteen Still

The lubiotts tOOt into which be fell
again exasperated his companion who
refused to hear any more but insisted
upon rambling on with raptures
until Ince declared he could stand It no
longer and went indoors to escape

But St Quintin was satisfied and he
strolled on by himself whistling softly
on the lookout for another chance of
meeting the beauty if it were only In
thfc same unsatisfactory manner as be-

fore
But fate or somebody else favored

him Before he bad been long alone he
saw loess Densley coming back along
the parade with her little black
white spaniel running before her and
he thanked Ms stars for ht knew the
little beast and guessed that within the
next five minutes its caprices would lead
to the opening he desired The dog was
always being frantically extricated from
under the wheels of bicycles or flaked
out of the shallow water and surely
the fate who watches over lovers would
lead the animal into some such scrape
again

So thought St Quintin as he kept as
near as he dared And watched the gam-
bols of the animal round its mistress
pretty feet

Miss Densley was dressed in white
serge with a white serge shirt under
a white serge bolero a M she was wear-
ing loose lie of Mowing crimson silk
and a sailor hat trimmed with a crim-
son band and bow Her long dark hair
was done in one large plait which hung
down to her waist and was tied in two
places with crimson ribbon her
white kid shops to her gloves
she beautifully dressed a neat-
ness and good taste which enhanced the
effect of her radiant beauty

Her skirts were still rather short as
if she was not long out of the school-
room and the blooni on her cheeks
spoke of extreme youth

The little round face with its pale
olive skin was almost colorless except
for the bright red of her lips It was
not the pallor of HI health but of a
certain refined land striking type of
beauty which seemed French rather than
English Her eyes the most striking
feature of her face were large and dark
brown and the expression usually-
on her countenance was oqe of merri-
ment and delight in life

And as St Quintin shyly looked at
her and adored from a discreet distance
his longedfor chance came The spaniel
suddenly left his mistress side and
bounded into the road and sirs screamed
faintly For there was a motor car with-
in hearing and well there was a very
attractive looking man within hearing
tooSt Quintin rushed into the read
where the dog seeing himself pursued
at turned and made off going in
the direction of the motor car which
was still round the corner

Miss Densley uttered another little cry
but the young man did not turn He
fled in pursuit of the animal rescued
him from the danger which was per
haps not so imminent as they believed
and ran back flushed and panting to
restore the dog to Its owner

The girl was grateful delighted smiled
and showed two rows of dazzling teeth
and thanked him effusively over and over
again v-

Im Im so glad so very glad to
have been able to be of the slightest
service to you panted St Quintin shy-
ly but with evident emotion

The girl reddened In her turn and look
ing down so that he could see how beau-
tiful her eyelashes were she said de-
murely

It is most kind of you most kind
Rat oh you might have been run over
yourself-

To emphasize thfe awful danger the
motor car which had caused such grave
concern at that moment appeared and
toddled past at a straits pace

I shouldnt have minded that if I
could have been use to you replied
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St Quintin with fervor if somewhat
hyperboltcaUy

very very kind of yu You
naughty Flossie to JIve so much trou
ble she went on apostrophizing the
dog which she now held hi her arms be-

cause it was easier than to keep up a
coherent conversation with the attrac
tive but evidently emotional stranger

Let me feel him and see if hes hurt
anywhere suggested St Quintin as be
promptly began make a searching in-

vestigation although as the animal
not been run over there was apparently
no great need for his solicitude

Oh I think hes all right murmured
Miss Densley

But she made no objection as St Quiii
tin felt paw after paw gently and care-
fully and ended by saying slowly and
thoughtfully-

He teems aU right doeent her
Oh yes thanks to you

And she gave him another grateful
glance which intoxicated the susceptible
young man He felt that he ought to

bathe lingered
If you would like me to take Mm

for a run sometimes any time a good
long run into the country oratong the
front or if you would like me to give
him a bath in the oa eea bathings
awfully good for fancy flogs like this
I would do It with pleasure he went
on conscious that his otters would

wild to other ears but
hopeful that they were not Ill re

ceived by those to which they ad-

dressed
Oh Its quite too awfully kind of you

she said
He lingered still
I wish some of my people here

he said s that they could introduce
themselves to the lady with you and
could speak to you sometimes to add-
ed Ingeniously I should so to be
able to

Miss Densley blushed and smiled

My governess wouldnt eat you if
you were to introduce yourself to her
she said My own people are so par-
ticular that when Im away f iom
they have all the names of the people In
the house submitted to i them ao that
I may not be exposed to contact with
people they disapprove of

St Quintin looked surprised
Really said he

Miss Densley laughed
Its true she said My aunts very

particular And when she cant be with
me herself she gives such instructions
to my governors that Im hedged round
like a nun She says that lively places
like this are full of adventurers and that
girls with money cant be too careful
And I Miss Densley laughed merrily

am a girl with money
St Qnintm thought this confession

It was made simply and with
an innocent air of satisfaction which
seemed to him charming

Well he said I dont think t
would make any difference if you had
no money I mean I think youd find It
just as difficult to to keep people from
wanting to know you

Miss her head sagely
I cant agree with you Before I

knew I had anything I never had any
need to my select It was as
small ac could be without any procau
lions

She laughed again and with a pretty
bow was trying to move on when St
Quintin ventured to stop her

Do you mean that your people know
my name and that Im not on the pro
scribed list ami that your governess
would let me speak to you he asked
eagerly

She grew demure
looking rather frightened as if she had
confessed more than she had meant to

doBut he persisted-
If thats true said he I shall lose

no time I never wanted to know any-
body as much as I longed to liavo n

of speaking to you And I do
bless that little dog that gave me the
opportunity The fact is I was due in
the Mediterranean three weeks ago and-
I stayed behind loafing about here in
the hope always of setting a chance of
being allowed to make your acquaint-
ance

Miss Densley smiled blushed and look
ed away

Well perhaps 1 guessed that you
would like to she confessed shyly

but you know one cant do anything-
I knew all about and your yacht
Burmah Girl and I think shes one of
the prettiest here-

I So wish you could your
Oh Im sure I dont she said

governess of course orb board
said St Quintin wistfully

Miss Densley shook her head
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I couldnt do that she said until
OU knowmy uncle and aunt But

some day when they are back in
England you will come and see

I should be delighted They lire in
town said St Quintin eagerly

No Their address is Heath Lodge
Briar Heath Its a little way out of
London not far from Wimbledon

And I may When may I
comeWell shall all be there again by
the end of August said Miss Densley

Then I shall lose no time said St
Quintin as Miss Densley bow

and imrrled away with her spaniel
under her arm

returned to he hotel in a
toM James Ince the gist of his adven
ture and scoffed at his dubious expres-
sions of displeasure

Youd much better keep away from
the place said he

But he only got snubbed tor his pales
and St Quintin while conscious that the
girls circumstances appeared to be un-

usual would not allow there was
doubtful or suspicious te them

He was longing for the next chance ot
seeing Miss Densley in order that he
might make the acquaintance of her
governess and be able to talk to the
girl again

But when he went down to the amok
ingroom that evening he learned to his
dismay that Miss Stanley and Miss
Densiey and the maid Roee had all gone
away by the Southampton boat

James lace Moped askance at him bat
St Qointin bore his disappointment welt
He had the lovely girls address In his
pocket and it was not so very long to
the end of August after all

CHAPTER II
Massey St Quintin although he pro-

fessed to take the departure of the two
ladies with equanimity wa not stoical
enough to allow it to take place without
making Inquiries about Its apparent sud-
denness He therefore questioned his
servant Saunders that night and learn-
ed that Rose the maid had confided to
him the reason tof this abrupt departure

Miss Density had as In duty bound
mentioned to Miss Stanley her govern-
ess the Incident of the morning and
Miss Stanley had telegraphed to Mme
Leblanc Win Densleys aunt at once on
hearing of it What the message was
that she sent Rose did not know But
a telegram had been received in answer
and at once Miss Stanley had ordered
the maid to pack for a journey And
Rose had not disclosed their next des
tination so that all the could tell
was that the ladles had gone to

St Quintin tried to feel as confident
as ever about lady who had roused
In him such passionate admiration but
he did not feel quite easy He had per-
haps the instinctive British mistrust of
foreign relations and wished that he
could have heard the names of some of
Miss Densleys English friends

It was not that he had the least
I suspicion that the beauty herself was
anything but pearl among women but
her movements were certainly erratic
and he chose to ascribe this fact to her
French family and wished heartily that
he could have met them face to face at
once Instead of having to wait month
for that satisfaction

James Ince perceived the agitation the
younger man would fain have concealed
but was wise enough to say nothing more
on the subject thankful that the disap
pearance of the enchantress had as he
supposed put his friend out of danger

The two young men left Cowes a few
days later havlbg heard in the

nothing whatever of the beauty
and her companion and at the end of
AuguSt Massey St Quintin with the
knowledge but against the advice of
Ince went down to Briar Heath and
looked about him for the houso which
Ince had assured him he would not find

But Ince was wrong And it
a glow of delighted triumph the
young man found Briar Lodge and made
hte way up the long wide drive to one
of the big squarelooking detached
houses standing in their own grounds
amidst trees of old growth which stood
back from the heath and presented
a majestic front of oldfashioned

and luxury most reassxIHng to the
visitor

From behind a screen of tall trees
which grew just within the outer fence
a pretty squaretopped Italian tower
showed at one end of the Imposing bulla
ing and it was amor more trees and
along a drive bordered on one side by
a thick wall of shrubs that Quintin
made his way
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It was about 4 oclock in the
and beat of the sun in these

late August days was still great The
great house looked delightfully cool with
Its striped sunblinds and the awning
before the front door which was open
showing a wide elated hall with
Oriental rugs and palms In brassbound
oaken tubs

The tall footman In a quiet livery who
came to the door in answer to his ring
said that Mme Leblanc and her niece
were both at hope and led the visitor
without delay the wide handsome
lyfurnished inner han to a long room
at the back of the house the windows-
of which opening down to the ground
showed a delightful garden gay with
flowers and with a big lab in the
center of the lawn In the of
the pond was a little fountain the spray
from which sparkled in the sunlight
From behind a thick hedge of yew which
shut off the lawn and flower garden
could be seen the trees of the kitchen
garden beyond and around the lawn it-

self were more trees the shade of which
though refreshing to the eye had

bare patches to appear on the grass
St Qutatin had no time to see more

than this and that the grounds ex-

tensive and beautifully kept before the
door of the drawingroom opened again
and a stout midoleased lady very well
dressed in soft gray silk and wearing
some magnificent diamond and ruby
rings came in smiling and holding out
her hand

Ah This then is the gentleman who
was so kind to my niece Marie when
she lost her little dog cried madame
speaking with a marked French accent
but fluently and well 1 am very glad
to you Monsieur St Quintin You
shall come into the garden with me and
see my husband and my niece also

She bad turned toward the nearest of
the long French windows whoa the door
again opened behind her and the foot
man announced

Monsieur Marbeau
Leblanc glanced hastfly and

as it seemed to St Quintin rather anx-
iously at him

This newcomer was a taU stout pom
pous florid Frenchman of about forty
years of age tightly buttoned up in a
frock coat which seemed scarcely to be
large enough for his portly form so
evidently anxious had he been to squeese
himself into the smallest possible

For alas he had readied the
period at which the figure becomes either-
a god to whom sacrifices have to be
made or a memory to be hell In esteem
and mourned over

He greeted Mme Leblanc with effusion
looked askance at the other visitor ai a
asked tenderly after Monsieur Leblanc
and respectfully after Miss Densley

Madame replied with charming good
humor and presently telling Monsieur
Marbeau that she had something to show
him something that would interest him
very much with his exquisite taste in
works of art she St Quintin-
to go out into the garden where he
would find her husband and her niece un
der the cedar tree on the lawn

Then she turned smiling to the
French visitor while the English one
delighted to be able to meet Miss Dens
ley again went out into the beautiful
grounds and soon came upon the girl
looking more charming than ever

She was dressed in a frock of cream
muslin that Just escaped the ground and
the Wg hat wore covered with bil-

lows of cream lace seemed to give her
an added charm of pfcturesqueness such
as she had not had at Cowes in her
smart little sailor hats and trim tailor
made clothes

She greeted him with a nrile of
that enraptured the young man

and the red blush that suffused her
round olivetinted cheeks made his heart-
beat wildly Impulsively holding out her
hand to him she said

Oh what a pleasant surprise I
thought you would forgotten

There was something so straightfor-
ward and sincere in her welcome that
St Quintin lost his head murmured
something unintelligible was only
recalled to himself by the voice of the
gentleman who had sauntered up to
them and who said in perfect English

Introduce me Marie
St Quintin and Miss Densley both

turned at tho same moment and the girl
laughing apologetically and still blush
ing a rosy red said

Uncle this Is Mr St Quintin the
gentleman who saved Flossie from being
run over when I was at Cowes with Miss
Stanley

Monsieur X blanc was a little thin
aristocratic looking men extremely neat
from his wellcut closetrimmed beard
to the tips of his pointed shoes He
was dressed in an coat and a wide
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in spite of these easy clothe and St-
Qutetin very favorably impressed-
by his courtly manners and relieved to
tired that there was no noel for him to
try his own Indifferent French

They pawed a delightful hour eating
strawberries under the big cedar and
St Quintin forgot to notice that Mme
Leblanc and the other visitor delayed
their coming The young man received
and promptly accepted an invitation to
stay to dinner and they were all

very pleasantly when the two
others joined them to the surprise of
Monsieur Leblanc and the evident an-
noyance of Miss Densley who frowned
said replied very coldly to the stout
frenchmans courtesies

And then St Quintin vaguely felt that
something was wrong When his ho t
mentioned that he had asked St Quin
tin to stay to dinner madame looked
troubled and Monsieur Marbeau angry
and the young man came quickly to the
conclusion that the middleaged French
man was a suitor whom the elders en
couraged but who was dtotactefal to
the girl herself

Thereafter there was an uneasy feel-
ing in the minds of all and this was

when Monsieur Marbeau men
tioned that he hid that day met in town
a certain Mr Burdock who he said
had Intimated his intention of coming
down to Briar Howe that day

At this new there came a change in
the expression of the host and hostess
who received the news with silent un
easiness and in that of Miss DensleY
who looked her horror and annoyance-

I him she murmured to her
aunt just loud enough or St Quin
tin to hear

And then he began to understand that
the rich Miss Densley was overwhelmed
by the number of her suitors and that
the portly Monsieur Marbeau was one
of the unfavored ones

He and she had however no time or
opportunity to exchange confidences
this subject for her uncle and aunt
with great cleverness avoided any sort
of collision occasioned by jealousy be-
tween the two visitors whose glances
betrayed that their chief Interest was
in the wealthy beauty

The greatest skill was needed and was
used by the Leblancs in tiding over the
difficulties caused Monsieur Mar
beaus evident dislike of what he con-
sidered the intrusion of the young Eng
lishman and it seemed to St Quintin
that under madames frank good humor
there lay some deep anxiety

Dinner was served in a handsome
room at the front of the house with the
windows wide open and the blinds drawn
up to allow every possible breath of air
to enter

St Quintin thought the table the most
beautifully arranged he had ever seen
with its banks of ferns and flowers its
brilliant cut glass and costly silvergilt
dishes Everything added to th intoxi
cation produced by the x y and
charm of Miss Densley r J whose
pretty throat there hung three rows of
exquisite pearls her only jewel

Before dinner was over however there
was an unpleasant diversion There
were steps on the gravel and Monsieur
Leblanc turning very pale rose has-
tily and looking out of the window
Into the darkness made some excuse and
left the room

He did not return and madsme who
appeared but little disturbed though she
threw an intelligent glance ai her hus
band as he went out carried the burden
of entertainment on her own plump
shoulders for the rest of the meal at
the conclusion of which they aiL left
the room in French fash
ion and assembled in the drawingroom
now illuminated by electric light that
glowed from little Crystal globes on the
walls and ceiling

It was not until the gentleman had
risen to take leave that Monsieur Lci
blanc reappeared smiling neat charm-
Ing as ever

And then St Quintin interested end
almost unconsciously on the watch saw
a strange long look exchanged between
host and hostess

The young man more in love than
ever was not allowed much opportunity-
for a tender farewell of Miss Densley
but he received from her aunt a formal
invitation to come to dinner again on
Wednesday in the following week

That invitation he joyfully accepted
noting that Monsieur Marbeau received
at the same time an invitation to dine
on the Tuesday

St Quintin expected to leave the house
with his and was
forward to a little conversation with him
to enlighten him on various perplexing
points But madame detained Monsieur
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Marbeau at the last moment so that the
young Englishman found himself obttnd
to leave by himself

He was however so anxious for a few
words with his fellowguest that instead
of going straight down the drive to the
Late he lingered and as soon as the r

door was shut deliberately turned ba S-

and sauntered toward the house
keeping well to the left where there was
a window slightly open and a dark n i
and therefore as he lodged unoccupie4
room in preference to the right where
he would have been within Vhe circle
of light cast by the lamps and electric
bulbs of the diningroom where a se v
ant was moving about

And as he sauntered toward the 4aj-
entd room with the halfopen
St Quintin heard a sound that
ais blood run cold

It was a mans voice husky and jw tk
and faint whispering feebly

Help Help Murder

CHAPTER III t
ffC

For the first moment St Qutetia eosjd
scarcely believe his ears

Then stepping nearer uatH htfjna
within half a dozen yards of
which was some eight or nine feefc foajRJ
the ground he heard the words repotted
even more faintly than before e

Here Help Mur
The feeble voice died aw y entity n

the unfinished word but St QotaUn had
heard enough tobe sure of two things
the one was that the voles woof tM

man and the other that it team
the room fon the left of the front dOWV

Who What has been to
you he asked In a clear wslepsi

But there was no answer sat a fItgroan
St Quintin debated within hfmssJC

a fee srronds what to do Then joe
stepped back the intention of ak-
ing a ruitttrog leap up at the window in
the hope that he might be able to r-

hJmseirhigh enough and to hold on J
enough to see into the darkened roan

But just as he turned to run ne saw
the window closed softly and stodgy
without being able to see the hand tit
did k

Tliea he waited a moment longer and
listened Intently But be could
no sound and the feeble voicewr spoke agate

With a mind full of hideous suspi-
cions and fears St Quintm ran up be-
half dozen shallow steps to the treat
floor of the house and rang the belt

1 want to see Monsieur LeI for
a moment said he scarcely knowteg
what he said to the servant

the door
The man was alarmed by the expres-

sion of his face Indeed St Qotathvfelt
himself that he was scarcely fat a con-
dition to make himself understood
overwhelmed was h with the hscror-
h felt and with bewilderment at the
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position which he found himaeJC His
face was ashy white and be felt s if
he scarcely had comamnd of his lIMbs
or of his tongue

After a moments hesitation eW

drAwingroom when St Qumtm stopped
him shaking his head

No sad he hoarsely I want to
see him

And then there came over face o
the servant a look which suddenly made
the visitor aware that strange seees
must have happened In the house before

a look of inquiry of veiled concern and
interest which made St Quintin real-
ize that what he had heard was no fMcy
no freak of his imagination

The man led the way to Aa ng
room and turned up the lights

he left the room with another curious
glance

St Quentin was in a fever He paced
up and down the room unable to stand-
still looked fixedly at the paintings on
the paneled walls at the heavily carved
sideboard guttering with silver and sil
vergilt plate at the beautiful colorings
of the tapestries that hung over he
doors at the richly embroidered Japa-
nese silk curtains he had admired
that evening as the handsomest things
of the kind he had ever seen

Everything around him from the thick
carpet under his feet to the enormous
Empire clock and Oldfashioned beauti-
ful candelabra on the mantelpiece spoke
of wealth and luxury and prosperity
Could it be possible that there were dark
secrets kept within its doors that the
courteous hosts were not the people of
leisure and hospitality they appeared to
be

Strong ae was the impression
upon him by the faint murmurs and
cries be had heard St Quintm would
not have so utterly overwhelmed
but for the mysterious covert glances-
of the footman who had let him in The
mans obvious uneasiness seemed sug-
gestive and uncanny he thought

It seemed a very long time before any-
one came to disturb his unpleasant re
flections Not a footfall could he MeT
not a voice not a sound but the ticking
of the clock He might have been a
hundred miles away from London instead
of la one of its outer suburbs At last
impatient and suspicious be decided on
leaving the room to go in search aC his
host himself when to his great relief
be heard footsteps across the haM the
door opened and Monsieur Leblanc

smiling trim courteous
as ever

Ah Mr St Quintin forgive me fi r
having made you wait so long But you
know what we Frenchmen are when
we talk My friend Marbeau has not
lived in England long enough to get
his vivacity tempered by your English
dignity and I thought I should never
get away from him What is It that

hAS brought you back Not bad
of some sort I

And as he spoke suddenly beoomin
aware of the strange look on his visi-
tors face Monsieur Leblanc regarded the
young man intently wtth concern on
his own line features

Well afraid you will tMrik
me fanciful but it was something strange
that I beardor fancied I beardthat
brought me back Is there do you think

I mean I want you to go into the room
on the other side of the hall m the front
of the house and to see whether the
is any one there

His host looked at him steadily with
obvious suspicion that he was seized
with an attack of temporary Insanity

Any one where The room oa tbo
other side of the hall is my study There
is no one ever In there but myself Un

you mean you have tp
think that a burglar may have got fair
Ah mon Dleu But I have precious
things and valuable things in there It
would be terrible

And with sudden anxiety apparent in
look and tone Monsieur Lablanc now
thoroughly roused made a dash for the
door But before he could reach it he
suddenly remembered the courtesy that
was due to his guest and turning

him said with a bow and an
gesture toward the door

am forgetting You will cooie
with me will you not so that we can
satisfy outselves together and a hu-

morous twinkle appeared in his
ftos you are younger than I am Per-
haps If is a burglar in there you

be able to do more for me than1
could for myself You shall show your
athletic British training Mr St Qointin
You sballwhat you call tackle the
burglar
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